
Commission for Energy Use and Climate Change 
Meeting Minutes 
September 14, 2016 
Tufts Administration Building, 167 Holland St., Somerville, MA 
 
 
Attendees: 
Rooney-Varga, Juliette – Commissioner 
Johnston, Eliza – Commissioner 
Hodge, Joshua – Commissioner 
Moore, Stephen – Commissioner 
Wood, Julie – Commissioner   
Sellers-Garcia, Oliver – (member ex-officio) Director of Office of Sustainability and 
Environment 
Christine Andrews – Housing and Environment Program Coordinator, City of Somerville  
Jerrad Pierce – Citizen 
Ramon Bueno – Citizen  
 
 

Review and approve minutes of the August 10 meeting 

 Approved 
 

Update on Solarize Somerville 

 For a limited time, residents of Somerville can buy, lease or sign up for a power purchase agreement 
with SolarFlair and receive incentives on top of a 30% tax credit, SRECs and a $1000 state tax credit 

o Deadline for site visit sign-up: 10/31/16; Deadline for contracts: 11/18/16 
o Installed systems goals: City 100 systems installed; SolarFlair’s goal is 200 systems installed 

 Latest update: end of last week 33 systems installed (for 177.7 kW) 

 Weekly tally: now on Somerville City homepage – going into weekly newsletter  

 Oliver would like CEUCC Commissioners to attend Sept. 29 event to be hosted by the CEUCC (at 
Ralph and Jenny Center – 9 New Washington Street); doors open at 6 PM; 6.30 PM start 

o Commissioners would be expected to explain program and the broader benefits of solar  
o Meet folks from SolarFlair 
o Commissioners who can attend should connect with Christine Andrews 

 Outreach on-going 
o 90 second clip being developed for internet/TV (highlighting success of program) 
o Christine says many people getting site assessments are signing up (45% likelihood of 

conversion in Somerville); seeking to get 400 kw signed up  

 Many looming deadlines: SREC deadline (January); solar loan rate goes down soon ((from 3% to 
1.5% (October 17)) 

 October 4th– early adopter event at Armory  

 City happy with Solar Flair 
 

Update on Somerville Energy Efficiency now (SEEN!) 



 Somerville residents who pay utility bills are entitled to a Mass Save no-cost home energy 
assessment (HEA) because we pay a tax for it every month on our utility bill. 

o If Somerville residents – renters and owners – complete 815 assessments by the HEA 
deadline of 12/31/16, the City will receive $39,000 from National Grid for energy 
efficiency projects.  

 
Update on Lead Abatement Program 

 Program is available for owners or tenants whose incomes are under 80% of area median income.  
o All expenses associated with making the unit lead-safe are covered and the loan is 

forgiven after three years. 
o Each participating unit will receive a letter of compliance which entitles homeowners to a 

$1500 state tax credit for each deleaded unit.   
 Abatement projects must be completed by 7/31/17 

 
Discussion of new state-level energy legislation and policy 

 Joshua provided a brief presentation on the 2016 MA energy bill.  The purpose was to learn about 
some details of the bill and put it in the context of our climate goals. 

 Storage is a big part of the bill that is being overlooked. 

 MA is set to lose about 17% of baseload because of coal and nuclear plants going offline.  This has to 
be replaced by renewables. 

 New nuclear is a nonstarter for the time being, but possibly small scale nuclear will be proven in other 
countries. 

 The bill doesn’t set targets/goals; it actually mandates amounts of renewable need to be purchased by 
utilities.   

 We have no offshore wind now, but 1600 MW required in the future.  This is equivalent to 4 Cape 
Winds.  People were surprised that a winner (a specific renewable source) was picked by the State.   

 Hydro-Quebec has committed to burying transmission lines, which makes the new hydro 
transmission more plausible.  With Northern Pass, full 1,090 MW of renewable could be filled by 
hydro. 

 There is concern/questions about technical feasibility of offshore wind, including intermittency. 

 DONG has proven success in shallow water offshore.  Their turbines are fixed to the sea floor.   

 Bill requires DOER to determine if energy storage targets are prudent, and if so set procurement 
target by 2020. 

 $10 million energy storage initiative.  Likely to look at utility scale storage and scanning different 
technology.   

 Studies that show that US could be renewable by 2050 make huge assumptions about transmission 
that are really unrealistic.  Assumes a huge amount of interstate coordination and people accepting a 
much higher density of transmission lines. 

 Even now, we don’t have the storage and transmission capacity for our installed renewables.  

 Juliette: does “storage” include innovative policy. E.g., charge different rates throughout the day? 
Josh: in this bill, probably not. 

 We are watching Germany: they have 30% of intermittent generation on the grid, but now they are at 
their highest coal consumption and nuclear imports.   



 We have to think about whether a storage breakthrough won’t come in time to meet renewable 
targets. 

 Intermittent generation without storage can’t ramp up to meet peaks the way baseloads can.  You hear 
people say the capacity factors of renewables and baseload are about the same, but you really have to 
look at how it meets peak demands. 

 Makes sense for Somerville to fuel switch off of natural gas—to electricity or distributed generation.   

 If the grid that MA bill imagines is successful, we should be moving usage onto the grid.  That 
includes heating and transportation.  But if it’s not, then we need to accelerate the things that we’re 
doing (e.g. distributed energy).   

 

Update on Community Choice aggregation 

 Hearing at DPU today (9/14); was brief – for all 5 communities being represented by Good Energy. 

 Just opened for comments 

 Good Energy to hear back from DPU in 3 – 4 weeks. Could be more questions or a decision that plan 
was approved 

 Aggregation Taskforce meeting occurred two weeks ago; Vanessa, Jarred, Toni Whitmore and the 
purchasing department were there  

o It might make sense to do some outreach before we put a bid out 
 We will not move forward without a good price 
 We were cautioned to not be overzealous in our marketing  
 Important not to oversell  

 There has been a huge drop in prices of MA Class 1 RECS 
o We expect to be able to go beyond the 5% above RPS goal and stay cost-neutral (compared to 

one-year average default rate)  

 Next meeting, we will discuss more re: outreach 
 

Update on Somerville High School sustainability design process  

 Timeline has been moved forward for everything 
o The designers of high school will be submitting the schematics by January 4th 
o Architects submitting the estimating package by November 1st  

 Stephen: hasn’t seen an update from last meeting (one cancelled meeting) 

 Stephen: Design team is capable of incorporating sustainability but it is unclear how much they will 
be able to do, balancing lots of other demands. 

 Oliver: we need to do a better job of prioritizing our suggestions, including related metrics, to the 
architects (I.e. we need a clearer “ask”) 

 Oliver: we accept that this will not be a net zero school, but we need to think about how our climate 
goals will relate to the school 

 Sustainability premium was expensive and a “black box”  

 Oliver (idea): possible home for CHP on new school campus?  
 
 



CEUCC administrative business  

 Procedural stuff: 
o We have been meeting on second Wednesday of the month at 7 PM at 167 Holland; will 

continue doing so 
o Note-taking will remain alphabetical  
o Will continue to have note-taker run the agenda  
o Does the Commission need a Chair?  

 Oliver: We need ideas re: what a Chair could do – Oliver wants Commissioners’ 
feedback 

 Potential tasks: 

 Logistics of emailing group with agenda and minutes 

 Chair could convene the meetings 

 Chair could set the agenda  

 Could increase an individual’s visibility in the community 

 Remind us to meet with the Mayor and Aldermen…   
o Do we need new bylaws? Oliver’s recommendation is for us to appoint a Chair and then for 

that individual to weigh-in on whether we need to consider additional bylaws. 
 

Any and all business before the Commission  


